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Brief answer to Questions on TO OUR READER form 

1. Zapruder presents a history of the famous Zapruder film of the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. It begins on the morning of the assassination, when 
Abraham Zapruder took his Bell & Howell home movie camera to Dallas’s Dealey 
Plaza to film the presidential motorcade through Zapruder’s sale of the film to Time- 
Life, Time-Life’s sale of the film back to Zapruder’s heirs to the recent agreement 
between the U.S. government and the Zapruder family regarding ownership and 
copyright titles. Wrone argues that the film provides positive evidence of a 
conspiracy in the JFK assassination and argues forcefully that the government failed 
to protect the rights of the American people by allowing the film to revert to Time- 
Life, then to the Zapruder family. He believes that the film is a national asset and the 
federal government should retain all rights, including the copyright, for the American 
people. 

2. This manuscript makes an important contribution to the literature of the assassination 
since it is the only full-length study of the topic. It is a valuable corrective to many of 
the sensational, even bizarre, interpretations of the film. 

3. Virtually any work on the assassination has market potential for trade sales to the 
general public, and this one certainly does. It also has potential for textbook usage in 
both History/Political Science courses, as well as Film Studies. 

4. In some places, the scholarship is sound, in others, it is quite weak. Wrone omits 
innumerable sources from his footnotes and bibliography. The work is highly 
subjective and quite argumentative, SEE ATTACHED. 

5. The length is fine, but the organization is unwieldy. The writing style is forceful and 
impressive. SEE ATTACHED. 

6. This manuscript has sufficient potential that I strongly urge UPK to encourage Wrone 
to make the necessary changes to put it into publishable form. Wrone has a tendency 
to be fixed in his views, so I am not sure that he can be persuaded to make the 



changes. SEE ATTACHED for my recommended revisions, which I have separated 
into essential and discretionary. 

7. This is a manuscript that has definite promise. With the recommended revisions, I 
recommend publication. Without them, I recommend rejection. 

8. I have already relayed this to Mike Briggs. 

9. Yes, you may reveal my name to David Wrone. Tell him that he is free to contact me 
about my review. Yes, you may use excerpts from my remarks for PR purposes. 



